As noted by the United Kingdom reviewer N. M. Dearden (BJA 2008; 100:282-283) , there was a publishing error in the copy I reviewed. Both sections 4 and 6 were entitled "The Endocrine System" when the former is clearly "The Nervous System". There are new authors for about a third of the chapters, with new chapters on acupuncture, peri-operative analgesia and electroconvulsive therapy. As in the previous edition, authorship remains largely North American though now about a third are not New York based. This has implications naturally for the Australian reader, i.e. the differences in approach to specific clinical situations, e.g. indications for routine central venous pressure/pulmonary artery monitoring in pre-eclampsia or the use of phenylephrine alone for induced hypertension in carotid endarterectomy.
Most authors have covered their subject matter comprehensively and succinctly within the constraints of the 'problem-oriented' format. Most have also conceded in contentious areas that debate exists. Usually only North American references are cited. Chapter 15 includes a discussion on peri-operative beta blockade for 'at risk' patients undergoing noncardiac surgery. It concludes with only a brief mention of the many good studies that do NOT support this practice. The take-home message for our readers is clearly to be aware of the other side of the story! The book is organised into sections (each representing an organ system) and subdivided into chapters, each prefaced with a brief case presentation and followed by questions related to the condition discussed. These cover pre-, intra-and postoperative investigation and management as well as issues in the postoperative period. Tables and diagrams help summarise important relevant information. Relatively recent references guide the reader in search of more detail after each question.
Personally, I found the indexing system of limited help and found myself criss-crossing several chapters to locate, for example, a reference to ropivacaine or levo-bupivacaine. The predominance of North American references is limiting and potentially misleading as aforementioned. Some areas offer curiously dated references. Chapter 27 on "Brachial Plexus Block" had a discussion of "commonly used antidepressant drugs", referring only to tricyclic antidepressants and monoamine oxidase inhibitors. Serotonin and serotonin-noradrenaline uptake inhibitors were not mentioned at all and references cited were over 20 years old! Similarly in the chapters on upper and lower limb blocks no mention is made of ropivacaine or levo-bupivacaine in the text or tables of "selection of local anaesthetics" or "maximum safe doses".
The new chapter on "Peri-operative Analgesia" deals with analgesic challenges for anaesthetiststhoracotomy, ambulatory surgery and the patient on chronic opioid therapy. It is good to see ANZCA's 2005 publication Acute Pain Management: Scientific Evidence mentioned here and tramadol included as a useful agent. Early involvement of the Acute Pain Service is clearly essential to provide optimal care for this patient subgroup, though this is never overtly stated. The chapter could be enhanced by some information on pain assessment/scoring techniques.
The other new chapters on "Acupuncture" and "Electroconvulsive Therapy are certainly of interest to most clinicians. It is worthwhile noting the latter chapter recognises the co-morbidities often present in this group as well as the physiological changes occurring during the treatment and how to optimise patients for this. This is by no means a recipe book for clinical challenges in anaesthesia. The reader must view diagrams/tables/references as being intended to jog the memory and prompt further study, as the authors assume a certain level of knowledge and understanding. Bearing in mind these limitations, there is still much here of use for senior trainees and the book is certainly a useful addition to any practising anaesthetist's library.
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